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Birds of Lake Umbagog, Maine. 
v/'Botaurus lentiginosus ------ I. 

^/Ardea herodias ----------2. 

Heroaias egretta - -- -- -- - 3. 

Florida coerulea --------- 4 . 

^ Butorides virescens ------ - -5. 

^ Nycticorax nyctioorax naevius - - 6 . 
^ Rallus virginianus ------- 7 . 

v/'Porzana Carolina - -- -- -- -- 8. 
? noveboracensis ----- 9. 

Fulica americana ---------10. 

v / Crymophilus fulicarius ----- II. 

^ Phalaropus lobatus - 12. 

Steganopus tricolor ------- 13. 

0 

^Pkilohela minor - -- -- -- - 14 . 

^(Jallinago delicata ------- 15. 
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Botauras lentiginosus . 


Maine (Lake Umbagog). 


1876. 

Juno 8, 


On too floating; u. lanes in Pron t of the ton o rn, 

C n nr,rtod ole bi . worn from her : >st. It was u- 11. 

flat, a nr copposed ;nti •ely of dead twigs placed n ho 

The eggs w 'i’o 
nd tho renal: 
flow direst- 


oi' thickest bushes. 


dry ground anoi »e 

five in mtrabor, two th embryos "orning, 
dor fresh. The bird or-a.k-d as j rose 


: • . (^zMoti) - 


(June »] 


1! 


wJ. » 






3, 


Landing on tho 'Moating island 


likM,. 

0c i . 0-,gg 


g , ; : .yu 

She vffis so 


>ar h o Stone places 

n I tt : ! ' ** a ** 

dc » hoi ' - ■ t p hi ' 

Investigating further I v?as surprangd to'- 

, i V/ 1 i • 

puffed o 'm the nest : ’a.> ■■ e.. : , co!. ■ n ul, an ■...— 

Lhg df n" ■ apo : IsiM,#, ww ‘ ■ ■. : : 

broun ; -lui:ago with oho s; n.ll hard uae bill projecting 
from between h r shoulders not a -article of her neck 
b >j.n neos-M. Aft ;r looking at her for somatlire I 
again okod h r n r ith ... s ddle vrhon she struck at it 
f< r - Xy . at '%] . - ■ • • i Jting h n ©£ : hs 

crown. I actually tried for sev-ral m«ra tes to push 
her off the nest usiiu uch farce and bo’-.diiu the slen- 
i rc al'* ruin t a w poin of wankin'- it. ly 

s -tling ho bl ado behind her head I pushed it fa .-ward 

hold lag it on the ground so f inely that, she bogati to 
gasp for breath. At length . ,-addle slipped off 

vhon she at once took 'ing in ail snee ,d f 1 ew to the 
opposite shore. There -ere only two eggs in tho nest 

and I left h-a in .hopes that she would lag oro, but 

■ , g yjj .ator I foiind thorn col ’ ah >t and 
the xst ' /.i.ii- tly d es -rted. There tfus not a trace of 
fear ' x ■ossioi but Inst ’ c© < sitll -- 
torninn .ion. This mist h.d none dry grasa, nrrnr g w s 
a li ■' ; n - B9 • h ' : i ■ " A ' " 

the highest ;.,nd aryost ;-. rt of the island; but 1 -i.;like 

it, 11 : a r re' • by n ? - 

dr a busV.-s thn-t tlnu bird i - in- an,d 1 on ring it 

west v> g,„d. to -,;f.lk :. ' 1 n -n in a or chir.g poso- 

’ t . (pno.-,). 


One sin■■■1- g 


■ a. rd*s 


Or ? : a.;. . ; ,o • n 1 ' I ns ’ r, •• a 

f, r* H > 1 


I' 




t/ 


3 




























^ / t O^vtxFyx. 

fazr. Zj/nJ Zkf &yi'ft 


Botourua lentirdnosus . 
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1895, 

September 10. 


Botaurus lentiginosus . 


Lake Umbagog. 


We lunched at Pulpit Rock and soon afterwards I tried 
the meadow just above but found only a Bittern there. It rose 
from the grass on a point where I had previously seen its head and 
neck pointing straight upward, but after inspecting them through 
my glass and even considering the,possibility that they belonged 
to a Bittern I decided that what I saw was merely a stake, not a 
"Stake Driver." 

• • • • • • 

1896, Lake Umbagog. 

June 5. 

Just as we entered Sweat's meadow a Bittern started (as 
I thought) from the branches of a maple about 15 ft. above the 
water and flew off croaking. Unfortunately I am not quite certain 
that it was actually in the tree, but there can be little doubt that 


such was the case. 
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Bfctaurus 


lent if : inosus 


The Home of the Bittern. 


BY F. H. C. 


Standing on the edge ot some inpenetrable 
bog, into which he hies himself if too closely 
approached, the Bittern, Botaurus lentiginosus , 
resents the usual investigation afforded by other 
less, interesting species. When disturbed from 
his uncouth attitude, his subsequent actions are 
soon lost to view, and if he falls a victim, the 
poor lifeless body relates none of the history of 
its past existence. Renowned devotees of the 
science of Bird-life have sought the sequel to 
their northward migration, but in few instances 


have they been rewarded for their labor. The 
surrounding circumstances have in many cases 
proven too much for human endurance or mala¬ 
rial constitution. 

During one of my sojourns amongst the wilds 
of Maine, fortune granted me a glimpse at the 
home of a pair of these birds. At the northern 
end of Lake Umbagog, is a swamp of consider¬ 
able extent, caused by the dam at Errol. At 
this place in the latter part of May, 188ii, I 
spent a week in company with Joe Sampson, 
the famous Dead River guide; who in answer 
to a question I put to him, informed me that 
“Meadow Hens'’ were “tolerble thick in crane 
swamp.” Often had I seen the Bittern fly 
across the corner of the lake and disappear 
in the direction of the above named swamp, 
and from its recesses I have heard its curious 
Spring note, which may be said to resemble, to 
a certain degree, the sound produced by strik¬ 
ing an axe upon a stake; but any ornithologist 
who would be misled into following the direc¬ 
tion of the sound, thinking it was produced by 
the latter cause, had better not stray far from 
home; in my opinion he would get lost on Bos¬ 
ton Common. 

On June 2nd my hesitating mind had arrived 
at one conclusion : I would explore the swamp; 
but it must be confessed I had no assurance of 
success. The next day we began operations, 
and at noon the bow of the canoe was turned 
towards Moll’s Rock. Soon we entered the 
overflowed tract, and paddled under the de¬ 
caying trees, killed by the overflowing of the 
water. At evening we had reached a camp¬ 
ing spot; a small island which afforded a dry 
bed and black flies. This was the limit of our 
travel by our canoe; and the next day’s rising 
sun found us wading waist deep in the cold 
water, towards the marsh. The country in 
which we were now was indeed a desolate 
wilderness, sufficient to inspire a sense of 
homesickness in the explorer. The dead hem¬ 
locks shorn of their limbs, raised their immense 
trunks high in the air, as monuments to the 
destruction of the forests. Underneath were 
their stricken fellows lying as watersoaked ob¬ 
stacles to our march; and ever and anon some 
unseen hole would immerse us still deeper in 
the chilly fluid. Three hour's patient applica¬ 
tion brought us to the “bog.” This was in¬ 
deed more desolate than the swamp behind us. 
A few dead trees alone broke the monotony of 
treacherous quagmire and shaky bog. A few 
alders fringed the edge, and a large expanse of 
water in the centre was a relief to the eye. My 
companion stood by my side in silent contem- 





















plation of the scene. With all his experience 
in the north wilderness, he deemed this un¬ 
known swamp worthy of much caution and 
hesitating procedure. From Errol swamp 
came the hoot of the Barred Owl, and a | 
Loon in the pond before us answered with 
his wailing cry. But a more welcome sight 
met our gaze, as we saw a Bittern slowly 
flapping his way across the marsh with a | 
frog impaled on his spear-like bill. Lower ; 
and lower he came, and at last settled his 
flight in a bog at the side of the swamp. 
Leaving my companion as a landmark, that 
we might remember our entrance point, I 
started toward the bog, bespattering myself 
with mud and slime in my amphibious exer¬ 
tions. Reaching the edge of the grassy spot 
I proceeded slowly with attentive gaze upon 
the surface. Soon I perceived the top of the 
young swamp grass indicate by its motions the 
passage of some object hidden in its cover, and 
again I saw it repeated, but in a different direc- ; 
tion. As I happened at this time to catch the j 
source from whence the wavy line sprang into 
existence, I was enabled to speedily find the j 
object of my search. Placed upon a heap of 
dry grass and coarse brakes, I found four 
light drab eggs which needed no second per¬ 
son to assure me were eggs of the American 
Bittern, and as I stood in contemplation of the 
pleasing sight, the telltale grass again gave in¬ 
dication of the stealthly approach of the birds, 
and soon I saw the pointed beak and staring 
yellow eyes protruding from their hiding place 
and gazing ruefully at the invader of their 
home; but when I bestirred myself to secure 
my new found treasures, they knew the cur- j 
tain was about to ring down on the last act, 
and the grassy cover informed me that they 
were gone. 

It is needless to say my exertions were 
counted as nothing when compared with the 
experience gained, and when in my Woodcock 
cover, in Southern New England, I stumble up¬ 
on the Bittern, it brings vividly co my mind the 
scene not far from the wooded shores of Um- 
bagog; and my cartridge is witlield for game 
more unworthy. 

Q.&O. XlI.Jan.1837.py f-/j. 

Eggs of the-Mississippi Kite. 


[I have been permitft&Wby Capt. Charles E. 
Bendire to publish the/bllowing letter from 
him, concerning theyegg\ of the Mississippi 
Kite, (Ictinia submrmlea). ^t was not origin¬ 
ally written for Mblication\but its contents ' 



















Ardea herodias 














l:;7 , 
J- n > 


1 . 

AU; . 7-7, 


v» f><> 

- v.;-?, j- /v / > >■ 


o • i 


o > t» * 31 


17 


X - >< j „ 

0 < . - • 


Ardor. hororiias. 


'•Taino (Lake U rib agog '• 




out Stono vifit ft a la- ? " 'oronry or :ho ‘ndros- 
60 ID .'--Vo d-r-'.-l, } fo 1'ght : - v wr? 'rote elf - * 

all sligl.tly incubated. 

At least thirty in ; '-l::,ck >>; d ; - ?-•. They rose 
n ■'rly togofch >r and aft >r ohooling about a -,/hilo alightad 
■ : : in® all sad iinas rhich • tod a 

xurious api) mo Otco coverod '1. o >»oa t ' tr'ls. 


:: G ridgo • >do -y' ■ - ■ si ; 

ly up or. us foil 7 course V' > r -y?- -> ras in a 

poc-iliar l' ■: a. .. ro oilman 

bno ’ty;.. ;.f tor sunsot thoj bon an to coma from p tho 
c "> ' ! -'’:y.;, and eircl no; r agontically, hi h in air, svopt 
do'.r= u»- fo :(! on try ■ 'uc'dy - lie ’s Lord or inn; the >ond -in 
t: :: each Inn him: harshly as it d see- --'od. 


Go Vo. 


Larne 


- m- .' > d i:! on ■ ;fl—v’l ats in t .? hvrott 


1 'Vs -i ; ; - v ) ' L / >r b >to‘ : tb. : dan 

and B road<> ,-s. 


j , 




























































Ardea herodias. 


Lake Umbagog. 

1896. 
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1899, 


Ardea herodias . 


Oxford Co., Me. 


Oct.I three, Cambridge River Marshes, Lake 
Umbagog. 
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Ardea herodias 


Lake Umbagog. 

1896 
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Ardea herodias. 


1899. 


Oxford Co., Me. 


Oct.I three, Cambridge River Marshes, Lake 
Umbagog. 
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<g - • r fc>L..- t \j4-*--^rv^~. 

Maine. _ / 

L. Umbagog. y 

Seen daily in September and in October up to the I7th. Me 
often heard them at night when it v/as perfectly dark flying over 
the lake uttering their loud horse cry. They do not, however, 
appear to see nearly as well after dark as in the day time, , 

on several occasions when we were lying in wait, for Ducks at Moose 
Point one of these birds would pass directly overhead within fif¬ 
teen or twenty yards, although we were not at all well concealed. 
During the day time their sight is far keener than that of any oth¬ 
er animal found in this region. Often v/hen I was creeping out to 
a flock of Black Ducks and when I fancied myself perfectly con¬ 
cealed I have had one of these Herons discover me and take wing 
when it seemed impossible that he could have either seen or heard 
me. They resort to the smallest ponds among the woods and are 
found along such narrow streams as the Cambridge Diver where the 
trees interlace their tops in many places over the water. The 
guides tell me that these Herons are easily approached at night 
by hunters who are"jacking* deer. They gaze at the light in stupid 
bewilderment and often allow the boat to approach so closely that 
they can be struck with a short paddle. They breed about the lake 
still, for a reliable man told me that he found a nest an which 
the bird was sitting only last spring. He thinks they no longer 
breed in colonies, but scattered nests are to be found all over 
the wooded region about the Lake often a mile or more from water. 

1 t 
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Ardea herodias . 

1394, . frake Umbagog. 

October I. 

As I was paddling homeward (from across the lake) a Pox 
barked a number of times in quick succession exactly like a small 
dog. I also heard a Great Blue Heron make a ,tremendous outcry - 
a succession of hoarse screams such as a wounded Heron will utter. 
Will heard this bird distinctly from Pine Point. He thinks it was 
caught by either a Pox or a "Cat Owl". 


1895, Lake Umbagog. 

September 3. Pine Point . 

Although the moon was full and the night clear and still 

we heard no Owls. Great Blue Herons, however, were continually 

passing and repassing the Point during the hours when I was awake. 


September 4. Lake Umbagog. 

After sunset at Pine Point . 

Three or four Herons passed flying so low over the water 

that the tips of their wings ruffled its flossy surface . 


1896, 


Lake Umbagog. 


August II. Eleven in sight at once. 

In a little cove just inside the rocky point at the 
mouth of the Cambridge six Great Blue Herons were standing along 
the shore, four on the mud and two on low stubs. Further along I 
could see five more, so that in all I had eleven of these pic¬ 
turesque birds in sight at once. There were also two Eagles, a 
white-headed and a brown one, and an Osprey sitting on dead trees 


not far from the Herons 
















Ardea herodias, 


Lake limb agog, Maine. 


1/ 

1395. Before the Ducks began arriving a Great Blue Heron 

Sept. 7. alighted in the pond within twenty yards of us. We were only 

partially concealed by the brakes but we lay perfectly still 

for 

and A three or four minutes the big bird stood erect and motion*-* 


less staring at us intently but evidently unable to make out 
just what we were v Finally he sprang into the air and made 
off rising in a broad spiral,coming back over us again and 

again at a constantly increasing height. His cariosity was 

. 

apparently unsatisfied but he was nevertheless much alarmed 
for he kept uttering a low coc-coc during the whole time that 
he remained in sight. 
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Ardea herodias. 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1395. As I came down the river, however, I had a chance to 

Aug. 13. watch and admire four Great Blue Herons which were ranged a- 
long the hanks near the outlet of the upper pond, standing 
leg deep in the water watching for fish. They reminded me 
forcibly of human anglers as, with necks stretched out and 
bills pointing downward, they waited patiently for their prey. 

w 

No one of them got a chance, however, to strike during the 
fifteen minutes or more that I had them under my glass. I was 
struck by their superlatively graceful atitudes and by the 
slenderness of their necks which looked scarce larger than 
those of Grebes. All four flew when I got within 100 yards. 
One was an old bird, the other three were young. 


) 

iAug. 29. As I was paddling through Leonard’s Pond a little before 

sunset, a Great Blue Heron sailed past me within thirty yards 
and alighted on a stub. What a superlatively graceful, pic- 

■ 

turesque creature is this fine bird whether it be perched or 
flying. I observe that when one intends flying only a hun- 

dred yards or less it carries the neck stretched out to its 

. 

full length or nearly so and the legs hanging more or less 
down, but when it starts on a long flight the legs are 
✓ . stretched out behind like a spurious tail and the neck doubled 

in on the breast with the head resting between the shoulders. 













. Ardea herodias . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1896. In most places (at Leonard's Pond) where the water is 

Sept. 7. less than two feet deep and the bottom sandy or muddy, I see 
the tracks of the Great Blue Herons. The huge foot prints, 
evenly spaced, suggest the presence of some big, submarine 
bird. They are often found one hundred feet or more out from 
the shore. 
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Ardea herodias. 


Lake Umbagog. Great Blue Herons nesting near Sunday Cove. 

1903 

June 14 Alva Coolidge tells me that the Grest Blue Herons are 

nesting again in large numbers near Sunday Cove. (He afterwards 
wrote both me and John E.Thayer that he visited this heronry a day 
or two after my departure. There were upwards of 100 nests but 
nearly all of them were empty. He saw only one living adult bird 
which was feeding young in one of the nests but he found about 
twenty-five dead'Herons (all adults) lying about on the ground. 
Most of them had been covered with rotten wood torn from an old 
log. He thought they had been dead about two weeks. Not far from 
the place he came upon a deserted camp on the Lake shore where 
Partridge wings lay scattered about. Evidently some murderous 
vandal or vandals had visited the heronry early in June and killed 
practically all the birds. Their eggs, he thought, had been af¬ 
terwards eaten by other birds.) 
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Lake Umbagog* 




South-west rain storm beginning about 9 a* m, continuing 5etjno/L, 


/< >«, 




UjyviU™- 


through.the day and into the night* Wind blew strong in forenoon* 

As Gilbert and I were standing on the deck of the house boat 

about noon to-day a Green Heron flew past within ’fb yards and alighted 

A 

on the top of a tall dead tree within 50 yards* After perching there a 
minute or two f it flew across the cove and alighted on a floating log 
near the mouth of Stony Brook* Here it remained less than a minute* 
When it took wing a second time it appeared to have been startled by 

C <j sj \j \J ^ 

something for it uttered at first a c a l lin g ca-ca-ca-ca-ca- and then 

/V. 


i/s 


s characteristic scow , scow , as it disappeared among the trees in the 


direction of Peaslee's house* X had a fine view of it as it passed the 
boat/ and saw distinctly its blue-green back and chestnut head and neck* 
I have only one previous record for Umbagog, that of a bird shot many 
years ago in Sargent Cove, in New Hampshire* the one seen to-day was 
near the Abbott Mill and Lake House in Upton ; Maine# 
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Rallus virginianus . 













L. Umbagog, Maine. 
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Ra 11 us v i r g i n i anus . 


1808, Head of Lake Umbagog. 

September 21. 

I . . shot a Virginia Rail which ,! Don" pointed. 
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Pcrzana Carolina . 

L. Umbagog, Maine. 
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Porzana Carolina 


Lal;e Umbagog. 


1889, 

September 19. 

Near Outlet of Lake . 

I also shot a Carolina Rail which fell wounded into the 
lake and dove as adroitly as a Duck using its wings when swimming 
under water. 

• • • • • 

September 24. Lake Umbagog. 

Moose Point . 

Although the water was two to three feet deep all over 
the marsh we heard many Carolina Rails calling kep , ke-ep at 
sunset. 
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Cr yino~ohilus fulicarius . 









L. Umbagog, Maine. 


1 ^,.-$*JUT 


if', 3 tj lip ^j( ‘Vjtwa^T Sept. 1 . 887 , ^ d«5 6 

Ku l .tozs,\(. ^ 


/ 


Htfc. _ witz# 

1889 


\s 


At. <?(' 


S 'rMxuri 1. /"h 


7J | PkJU^^~ At: /3 - y/iiake Umbagog, Maine. 1890. 


1080 . 


Phalaropus fnlicarius. 
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Cryiaophilus fulicarius. 





Lake Umbagog, Me. 
Sept. & Get. 1893. 
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Crymouhilus full car ius . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 


1387. Off the entrance to sandy Cove we left them (the steamer) 

K 

Sept.29. and paddled for the west shore. On the way I discovered a- 
head a long-necked whitish bird which looked at first like a 

US' 

Horned Grebe. On getting nearer we found it to be a Bed Phal- 
arope. It was swimming briskly about bobbing its head quick¬ 
ly at each foot stroke and sifting the water through its bill 
or at least seeming to do this. It paid no attention whatever 
to our approach and after watching it awhile I killed it with 
a light charge. 


To Outlet at 7.30 A.M. Saw two Red Phalaropes alight on 
the flooded meadow and found them swimming about in a patch 
of grass apparently picking some&king ofi -the stems. 


50 












Cryraophilus ful i car ins . 


Maine, 








L. Umbagog. ■ 

I shot two of t. Red Phalaropes, both males-, in Sweat 
Meadow o n September 22nd. T e day was cold,*- ewe!* with a high 
north-west wind. They were swimming in the nd near the edge of 
^ the marsh, but although I watched them for some time, they die nit 
actually enter the grass. The kept close together and swam about 
in zig-zag lines, occasionally turning over on t. eir sices and 
dressing their plumage. They were very tame, in fact, ap ! arent- 
ly wholly indifferent to our presence, for our boat passed them 
once v/ith in fifteen or twenty feot without disturbing them. The 
stomachs of both of these specimens contai ned only fragmentary 
remains of small beetles and sand. They took wing once and flew 
over the pond in erratic lines, very much like small Sand-pipers. 
One of t em uttered a single "Tweet." as it rose from the water, 
very much like the of the Least Sand-piper. 

On the 24th. of September, I found a; specimen floating dead 
onn the water, in an lopening among the grass near the outlet of 
\/ the T,ake. It had been shot in the side and evidently had been 

dead only a few hours, as the muscles had not relaxed. Its stom¬ 
ach, like those of the other two, was filled with the remains of 
beetles. 


On October 3rd. I saw a Phalarope fly</»«> ^fl^the middle of 
the j,ake and believed it to be of this species, although I did 
not succeed in shooting it. After wandering about ih an aimless 
way <gr some time Mr<4 the water it rose in the air, and, as far as 
I could make out, && left* the Lake entirely, going over one of 
the mountain-tops. 


i f; r *~ ' 


On the next day a Phalarope was seen by Mr. 
Meadow. He did not shoot the bird, but from 
think it must have been of this species. It was 
some rather thick grass on the edge of the meadow 
to pass within a few feot-of it, merely drawing 
grass and peeping out again. 


Stone in Sweat 
description, I 
swimming among 
, and allowed 
back amo n g the 


him 


On October 5th. my guide saw a phalarope in 'ottle Brook 
and watched it for seme time fith the glass. It was swimming 
about in the Pond, ne r the middle. Half an hour afterward, when 
I returned and he told me about it, it had gone, although I 

made the circuit of the pond, I could not find it anywhere. This 
covers all the observations made on this species during the pres¬ 
ent season. 
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October 6 


C rymophilus fulicarius . 

Head of Lalce Umbagog. 

With ten yards of them ( A. rnaculata ) was a Red Phalarope 
sometimes swimming, sometimes walking on the grass. Shot the 
Phalarope. 




1889, 

September 22. 


Leonard's Pond. 


As Jim came down the pond he passed within 20 yds.of two 
Red Phalaropes. After the Ducks had gone we went after the Phala- 
ropes and I shot one on the water and the other as it rose. They 
were just outside the grass in the open water. They occasionally 
turned over on their sides like Little Auks. 


October 5. 


Lake Umbagog. 
Dottle Brook Pond. 


1890, 

October 13. 


Lake Umbagog. 
Tyler Cove. 


Y/hile chasing these birds about 7/e saw a Phalarope whicn 
we followed for more than a mile. It was very restless alighting 
for a moment and then flitting on a hundred yards or more and 
pitching down again. Melvin saw two of these birds. 

I think they were Red Phalaro'pes. The one I saw uttered a single 
sharp, short, shrill whistle (zeep). 


Jim came and reported a Duck and a Phalarope in the next 
cove. The Duck proved a Whistler which I ambushed and shot. The 
Phalarope I could not find. (This bird was doubtless a Red 
Phalarope. W.B., Dec., 1907). 
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1896, 

August 31. 


Crynophilus fullcarius . 


Lake Umbagog 


As we were about midway between B Brook and Pine Point 
we saw a Phalarope ( fulicarius , I think) but I could not identify 
it certainly although it came within long gunshot, flying aimless¬ 
ly about and frequently alighting on the water (dead calm at the 
time) but never remaining there more than a few seconds. It was 
interesting to see with what confidence and decision this bird 
alighted, dropping as a Sandpiper drops on a mud flat and closing 
its wings very suddenly at the last. 




















Crymophilus fulicarius . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1896. At 7.50 A.M. I started for Upton. Just inside the mouth 

Oct.2. of the river I saw three small waders flying about high in 
air. They uttered a whit - whit somewhat like the call of X. 
fuscicollis but louder and mellower and also a curious purring 
sound Shortly afterwards they came overhead and alighted in a 
cluster of lily pads near the middle of the pond near the 
Lake House when I saw that they were Red Phalaropes. They 
rose again in a minute or less. 
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Crvraophilus ful Icarius. 


Poplar Tavern, between Bethel and Lane Umbagog, Ivlaine. 

18S6. We stopped here for dinner and Mr.G1idden and I crossed 

Oct.5. the river to looh at the trout pond. On our way bach and just 
as we were at about the middle of the suspension foot bridge 
a light-colored bird started directly beneath us and shimming 
close over the water flew down stream for a few rods uttering 
a sharp whit , whit very lihe the call of a Spotted Sandpiper 
anxious about its young. Almost at the first glance I recog¬ 
nized this bird as a Red Phalarope which, of course, I was 
greatly surprised to meet in such a place. It alighted again 
in the middle of the river where it floated lightly and 
stemmed the swift current with apparent ease, but it tooh ad¬ 
vantage of the eddies as much as possible and presently began 
v/orhing about the lower sides of some large boulders where it 
seemed to find food in abundance for it peched rapidly and in¬ 
cessantly at their rough surfaces wet with the lapping of the 
waves. It also fed on the surface of the swirling eddies, 
moving about very rapidly and in devious courses. It was very 
tame but whenever I got within about 20 ft. it would rise and 
fly a few yards uttering its whit . Finally I went to the 
house, got ray 52 cal. collecting pistol and returning shot the 
bird. It drifted down stream an eighth of a mile or more be¬ 
fore I found a chance to reach and draw it in with a long pole. 
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Phalaronus lobatus . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1887. Took the steamer at about 9 A.M. and went up the Lake to 

Sept.4. Moll's Rock where I launched my canoe and paddled over to the 
Outlet. Setting sail I ran out into the Lake before a strong, 
steady breeze. Not over half-a-mile from the Outlet I came 
upon three Northern Phalaropes bobbing about on the rough 
water nearly in the middle of the Lake. I shot one with each 
barrel, both on the water. The third flew off down wind. 
Following I soon began to see others singly or in twos or 

Chx. 

threes, and once aflock of five. They, were very restless 
and some af-them unmistakeably shy rising a hundred yards or 
more ahead skimming close over the surface and alighting a- 
again. Often one would flutter upwards to a height of fifteen 
or twenty feet and poise for a moment at the same time shak¬ 
ing its wing and tail violently. Their usual flight was pre¬ 
cisely like that of 'a. Sandpiper*. The only note that I heard 
was a short quet very like that of the Sanderling. On the 
water they acted precisely like those seen in the Gulf in 
1881. They were evidently feeding as they swam. I got anoth¬ 
er sitting shot at two birds killing one with each barrel. 












Phalaronus lobatus . 


Lake Itobagog. 

1398. While off Pine Point this forenoon we saw a Northern 

Sept.8. Phalarope starting it a number of times. It was very restless 
continually making short flights from place to place and bobb¬ 
ing on the waves like a cork. Once I saw it fly straight up¬ 
ward from the water and catch a flying insect, then alight on 

the spot where it started. I sailed my canoe past it within 

/ 

ten or twelve feet. It called quit , quit when startled. 

Sept.9. We saw (on the Lake) two Phalaropes. One, a very large 

light-colored bird, was, I think, a Red Phalarope but it was 
so far away that I could not make sure of its identity. The 
other v/as a young L. hyperboreus . It was sitting on the water 
and I paddled the boat up to within twenty feet of it when we 
stopped and watched it for several minutes with our glasses. 

It was behaving in the most singular way turning around and 
around very rapidly dozens of times on the same spot and in 
thd same direction thrusting its bill deep down into the water 

n >-« i 

three or four,.during each turn and evidently getting an abun¬ 
dance of food too minute to be visible to our eyes. At length 
it saw us and stretching up its neck uttered twice a low but 
distinct scaine almost exactly like that of a Wilson's Snipe. 
Then it flew giving the usual Sanderling-like quit . quit just 
' as it left the water. It alighted again about 100 yds. off 
and began fluttering about irijcircles alternately striking and 



















Phalaronus lobatus . 


Lake Onbagog. 

1398. rising just above the surface for all the world like a big 
Sept.9. noth, occasionally rising straight upward to a height of sev- 
(No.2), eral feet and apparently catching some flying insect. Verily 
the Northern Phalarope is an erratic little fellow. 














Steft-anopus tricolor. 
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Phil oh In. minor 


1(372. 


Aim; 


1873 


All- 


14, 


Sopt.14, 


Julv 25. 


Aug. 4. 


Sept. 1 


1076, 


Juno 2. 


Haitio (Lako ibagog 1 . 

Among tho thickly grovin young firs and spruces t/ 

behind th ill I started a f or® lo vith a brood of four 
young. Which wore so wo 11 grown that they looked scarce¬ 
ly snailor than tho old bird and flow equally well, 

Tho ice is said to have gono out of the T-ako only three 
weeks before this date. 

^/S7 3 - £^r Z t 


At tho lov/or settle r.t on the ' e gall o’,/ay I was 
told !;ha. ! thin secies od lately appeared and was get¬ 
ting ab .ndant. 

On tho muddy bank of Cambridge hivor adopt two miles 
above tho dan, I cane upon a Woodcock vine' was feeding 
on tho edge of 'the water. Still hi then up I found 
tho mud, both on tho bank arid among the alders, bored in 
• fany places by these birds. 

Again to-; ay, found ni.;n orous borings along the 
heavily -nborod banks of Cambridge Ivor above the dam. 

five more start id among the dense young firs and 
spruces boh? nd the : 11. 


■o- five ' ' : n - u lo behind tho house. 

Boa- all the cover con Tipton hill wl thout starting 
* bird. he se©soi is rsry wet, and it is )rob hiy 
•hat hey leave taken o-'he forest. 

.Started five and killed four in- tho cover by the 
ake on the Sar 1 t rm, h, c r t 1 » irhi ■ tied, 
tho ;rs rising with;.oihoavyr f Otekto*. pnd going off si- 
lently. They war . jarly irou h tho oult however. 


Early in the evening hoard one calling j.n tho 
birches on are edge of Abbott’s pas-turo. Upon comparing 
his cry /i th t eat o [' tho Highthuvks circling over head at 
the tine I found it to be very si:ular but less loud and 
moi-o vibrating. The Woods©ek finally rose whistling 
sharply ai d t eei ded i; on nay ; ; • to v > -oi- ht of 

at least six hundred foot, then sang exactly s . jted he 
April 1874, but more feebly. He afterwards uttered his 
cry for a long time but did not rise again. 
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Maine (Lake Umbagog). 
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Maine (Lake Umbagog). 
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Philohela minor . 


Lake Umbagog. 


New England.. 

Nest /4 (2832), Hay 14, 1896, coll.W.Brewster. Bird flushed from 

nest. Eggs fresh. Near Lakeside, Brown Farm. Female rose at 8 or 10 
feet, flew slow, legs hanging, not whistling. Nest diam., top 7 in., 
depth hollow I 3/4 in. In springy run, wooded sparsely with willows-, 
cornels, firs, etc. Sunny openings. Nest on mound in opening 
among blueberry bushes, etc. (cf. notes). 

Two eggs (2838), May 18, 1896, coll.Wm.Brewster. Bird 

started in same cover and male sang near (300 yards off) but no 
seen 

bird A on nest. Eggs fresh. Lakeside Farm. Nest of dead leaves 
in hollow below balsam 2 l/2 feet high, on edge of open knoll 
wooded with poplars, etc. Nest in exposed position but hidden a- 
bove and on three sides by the balsam branches. Midway (30 ft.) 
between edge of field and wet alder swamp. 
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Phi1ohela minor. 




Lake Umbagog, Maine. 
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Philohela minor. 


Lake Umbagog. 

1887, 

September 15. Woodcock shooting oil the road to A ndover. 

Starting at 9 A.M. I drove through Upton to the bridge o- 
ver the Swift Cambridge. First tried the edges of the farm beyond 


but they are not suitable grounds for Woodcock and I saw no signs 
of birds there. On a knoll just beyond the bridge, however, I 
found three cock and on a hillside opposite two more, killing all- 
five in six shots. All were among brakes, quite outsiae uhe woods 
in openings among pasture spruces. They were fine oirds in nearly 
full autumnal feather and shrill "whistles" rising strongly and 
flying fast. 


September 17. Woodcock shooting in Sargent opening . 

To the extreme upper end of the Sargent clearing (where 
the Mollidgewank path enters the woods) in the forenoon, having 
heard of woodcock there. This report proved true ior I found four 
birds and shot three of them. All were among brakes, two on the 
edge of spruces, the other two quite in the open. The first two 
birds wore very shy and cunning, rising and flying so as to keep 


out of sight behind the spruces. 









Phllohela minor. 


Lake Umbagog. 


1887, 

September 26. 

Woodcock at Sluice . 

While the guides were breaking camp I went in search of 
the Woodcock that has whistled past our camp these two nights past. 

He came from the ridge to the north and I found his signs there 
among some brakes, but failed to flush him. On the knoll just 
south of the darn, however, "Don” pointed two birds in the open 
just outside a thicket of alders. I missed a perfectly fair shot 
at the first but afterwards killed him by a snap shot in the al¬ 
ders. The other I killed at the first rise. There was not the 

•smallest bush within thirty yards of where these birds lay. 

< < • • • •. • • 

1889, 

September 23. 

(Alva Goolidge) . . tells me that he has seen Woodcock 

on the Cupsuptic carry and at Lake Parmacheenee. 

. . • • * 

1390 , ' Lake Umbagog. 

September 25. 

On the drive home (from Pearley White's ) in the twi- yf 
light we overtook Charlie Brown who a moment afterward turned into 
a cart path which leads to his house and immediately shouted to us, 

''Come and kill a Woodcock." I took my gun and hurried to the spot 
where I found a large Woodcock sitting on the edge of mud puddle. 

I flushed it 'three times in succession but owing to the dim light 
was unable to see it after it left the ground. It returned to the 
puddle each time in less than half a minute, dropping on the edge 
of the water as lightly as a big ball of thistle down. Once it 

nn 














P hilohela minor . 

1390 , Lake Umbagog. 

September 25. 

strutted a few feet with tail erect and spread like a fan. It 
would run before us for several yards before taking wing, moving 
with a fine, mincing gait. When flying it made a peculiarly sil¬ 
very, musical whistle differect, it seemed to me, from the sound 
of the wings by day, but still evidently made by the wings. 


October 16. 


Lake Umbagog. 
M egalloway River . 


On searching the lower landing we went on shore on the 
right bank and beat a large alder cover for Woodcock. Found no 
f signs of them here but a little below in a springy piece of low 

alders intermixed with young larches we started two of which M. 
killed one and I the other. I saw my bird on the ground ahead of 
the dog. It was not squatting but was standing in a rather erect 
position perfectly motionless. 


1896, 
May IS. 


Lake Umbagog. 

At evening walked to the Brown clearing. On the way 
there heard our Lakeside Woodcock "ps^p" and "puttie" eight or ten 
times in the cover just above the road ( several rods, in.) before he 
flew out into the pasture to begin his regular serenade. 
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Philohela minor . 


Lake Ur 
1895. 
May 14, 


abagog, Maine. Nest and eggs. 

Watrous and I spent the better part of the forenoon in 
. the woods and thickets at the east end of the Brown clearing. 
Our especial object was to find the Woodcock's nest which I 
was lucky enough to stumble on after about an hour's search. 
It was near the lower end of the run about midway between the 
cart path and the road on a low mound covered with blueberry 
bushes and dead brakes, surrounded by scattered willows, 
spruces and balsams but in an opening fully exposed to the 
sun. I had stopped for a moment to look around when the bird 
rose within about 3 ft. of me and I at once saw the nest and 
eggs. The latter were quite fresh but two of them had cracks 
radiating from a common centre and making us think at first 
that the eggs were about to hatch. I took five photographs 


of this nest. 










PhiloheIa minor . 


Lake Umbagog, llaine. Beautiful song. 

1896. Watrous and I this evening after a walk retraced our 

May 14. steps to the Sargent pasture where we found two Woodcock sing 
ing and peeping, both unusually fine performers with full, 
rich voices. Perhaps this rarefied ai^ helped them a bit but 
certain it is that I never remember to have heard such sweet 
and strong singers before. It is surprising that anyone can 
deny its great musical merit. It does not suffer by compari¬ 
son with the many fine bird songs of this region but, on the 
contrary, seems to be one of the most delightful of them all.' 
The birds were about 200 yards off, one in a perfectly open 
rough, hummocky pasture 100 yards from any cover, the other 
on a springy flat sparsely covered with young willows, maples 
and other saplings. 
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Philohela minor . 


Lake Urabagog, Maine. Nest and eggs. 

1896. Last night we heard a Woodcock peeping and singing (for 

.May 16. the first time) on the knoll S.E. of-the house. We searched 

for the nest this P.M. following the edge of the woods from 
the hilltop down. About 50 yards below the road Watrous 
flushed a bird among dense spruces. 30 yards further down on 
the edge of the little fern-grown opening within 20 yards of 
the Lake - the opening where I have shot so many Woodcock in 
Septembers past - I found the nest. It was at the foot of a 
little balsam (2 ft. high) on a mound covered with dry brakes 
and so conspicuously placed that I saw the two eggs 15 yards 
away, for the bird was not sitting. This nest was within 20 
yds. of one that I found in 1SS0. 
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Philohela minor . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. Peeping. 

1896. At evening went up to the knoll behind the barn to hear 

May 16. the Woodcock. He came flying from the cover at 7.30 and skim¬ 
ming close over the ground alighted well out in the field and 
began peeping. For half an hour or more he sang at least as 
often as once in two minutes and sometimes at intervals of • 
only a minute. Once I watched him through my glass during 
his entire flight but made out nothing new. He pitched down 
very steep inclines while singing. He had no particular peep¬ 
ing station but alighted at different places. This pasture 
is fjtlly 300 yards from the nest. I doubt if the peeping can 
be heard at all at the nest but the song can be, easily. 
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Philoliela minor . 


Lake Umbagog, 
1896. 


Maine. 


Singing. 


Our Lakeside Woodcock fairly outdid himself to-night. 


May 17. 


He began peeping at about 7.30 in the field iae lo g. the road a 
bout ten yards from the edge of the cover and not over 60 yards 


from the nest. I thought at first that he was going to sing 
here but after peeping at rather wide and irregular intervals 
for a few minutes he rose and flew to the top of the hill be¬ 
hind the barn (the old place), skimming low over the ground 
but rising four or five feet above the top spre-ad of the 
barbed wire fence as if aware of its position and danger. 

Upon reaching the hill-top he began his song flights going up 
every minute or minute and a half for the next half hour but 
ceasing before it became quite dark. His mate probably laid 
her third egg to-day but we did not visit the nest u o see. 
















Philohela minor . 


Lake Unto agog, Maine. 

1897. Shortly after sunset Watrous and I paddled across the 

May 17. Lake to the Sargent farm. Landing at the head of the cove we 

walked up past the deserted house into the pasture where we 
found two Woodcock in full song. They were in exactly the 
same places respectively where the two birds sang last year. 
Furthermore every one of the peeping and singing stations near 
Lakeside occupied last year has its bird this season. What 
does it mean? Either the birds are the same individuals or 
the particular spots of turf over which they run and peep 
every evening have certain attractions obvious to all their 
tribe. It can scarcely toe mere coincidence for the pastures 
are all large and two of them certainly twenty or thirty acres 
each while the particular spots which the birds use do not 
seem to differ in any way from the rest of these open, turfy 
pasture lands. If the birds are really the same it is a mira¬ 
cle that so many have escaped the dangers of the journey 

southward last autumn and the return this spring. Thus far 

three K CM 

we have found five singers here,and there east of Lakeside, 
two to the westward in the Sargent opening. 

During at least two nights the past week the Woodcock 

nearest Lakeside sang steadily up to ljO JP.J&. and no doubt much 

later. The moon was nearly full. The first night was clear, 

the second rainy but with the moon breaking through the clouds 
at short intervals. 












Philohela minor. 


Bethel, Maine. 

1904 

October 18 

At evening as twilight was falling Dr.Gehring heard 

Woodcock rising and flying from place to place in the birch woods 

below the house. One of them alighted in the opening in front of 

the Shack and ran and flitted from place to place along the margin 

of the little pond. Dr.G. saw it repeatedly jerk up and spread 

its tail while thus moving about. Presently another bird came 

flying to the pond and the first removed to the lower spring where 

it uttered the paap call a number of times. The second bird was 

seen to answer this call once. It behaved much like the first but 
/ 

x did not jerk up nor spread its tail while Dr.G. was watching it. 

He thinks he heard at least five or six different birds rise from 
this cover to-night. (I heard one there the following evening). 









Lake Umbagog. 


At- evening Chapman and I walked to the Tyler Bay. As we 
M 

were following a wood road over the crest of the hill on the old 
Abbott Farm we started a Woodcock from the path. She flew only a 
few yards and then began beatihg her wings on the ground at the same 
time keeping up a low mewing not unlike that of a Cat-bird. This was 
evidently designed to attract our notice to her and to lead us away 
from her young. We stood still and she soon ceased fluttering and 
began to run about,uttering a wholly different sound ( very duck-like in 


Ujfitrd&edb- 




jsharacter and closely resembling the low conversational quacking that 
Black Ducks make when a number are feeding in company. This we interp¬ 
reted as a note of warning to the young,bidding them keep still. We 


bould find only one of them ( a bird as large as a Bluebird,still cover*- 

■ 

fsd with down but with the wing quills sprouting. It sat on the ground 
in the path with head and neck up like a bird on the nest_a marvellous-^ 
ii.y beautiful little creature. Not a muscle did it move when we stoop— 

ed low over it. We kept motionless not far off for several minutes 

* 

but the mother would not come to it. When we returned twenty minutes 


later it and the mother had disappeared. 
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Gallinago wilsoni. 


1890, llaine 

Oct. 8^L_. Umbagog. —■ A steady rain which began yesterday P.M. con¬ 
tinued through the night changing to snow towards morning. At 
7 A.M. the ground was covered to the depth of about of two inches 
Snow continued falling during the entire forenoon but the amount 
on the ground did not increase as it melted as fast as, or faster 
than, it fell 

There weie no Snipe on the meadows which were everywhere covered 
with snow but we found about 40 in Leonard's Pond. Their behaviour 
was remarkable. When first started they rose fully 200 yds, - 
ahead of my boat in two flocks one of which contained at Least 
thirty birds, After we had followed them about for an hour or two 

and fired a few shotsmat them they scattered some "what but during 

k- 1 ' 1 '“o 4 ^'*4 ‘ .^ 1, 

the en4-ira-e day they kept more or loss in flocks and cont-inued ex- 

g.6 e-di ng 1 y shy, usually rising out of gun range and, after flying 
about for some time at a great height ( pitching down to the shores 
of the pond again. When in flocks they acted exactly like 
Tringae flying in close bunches and alighting all together . 

During the entire forenoon they fed in the busiest and most un¬ 
constrained manner on the bare mud along the water's edge, I re¬ 
peatedly saw a dozen or more thus engaged on a space of only a few 
yards square and more than once cou.d have killed half the number 

at one shot so closely did the* huddle together. On one occasion 
% 

I saw faictr crowding about a little pocket-shaped mud holeprobing 

<5> 

their heads actually touching at times . Occasionally one would 
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Gallinago wilsoni 
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1890. Maine.- L. Urnbagog^ -, 

Oct.Shutter a low purring sound which was xisually answered by- 
most of the birds in the vicinity and sometimes by those on the 
opposite of the pond. This sound which I never heard before was 



A 

evidently a call-note. Although very different from the ordinary 
flight note ( scaipe ) it appeared to be really a modification of 
the—1-at.ler uttered in a low, measured, somewhat drawling tone. 
If^~hTOTre-~w-as curiously subdued'or muffled as if the bird's mouth 




was full of something, and it was difficult to tell from whence the 

A 

sound came. As our boat approached these fedding Snipebthey would 
stand erect , stretch up their necks to their utmost heightlook¬ 
ing at a distance very like a Plover, then at a given signal take 
wing all at once long before we were within gun-range. 

By using great caution we paddled to within less than twenty 


1 c 'J v-. tU— 

G0 ° :t ‘ a single bird and I watched through my glass at this dis¬ 
tance for over half an hour. Although T* was feeding busily 
during the whole of this time it did not' cover a space of 

more than ton yards. In fact it spent most of the time on three 
small spots each of which it explored with the utmost thoroughness 
often probing the ground a hundred times or more before taking 
another step. Where the mud was rather hard and not covered with 
water it fed much in the manner of a Sandpiper rarely driving its 
bill in ,more than half an inch and often picking up morsels from 
the surface the head bobbing up and down much like that of a Spar¬ 
row's when engaged in picking up seeds and so rapidly that I 
found it impossible to count the number of motions per minute. 









( Continued) 


Gallinago wilsoni 


1890 f Maine 

Oct. 8. L. Umbagog_ Where the mud was softer the bill was thrust 
r ' —> —— -* * ■ •■ * *> f 

in deeper but rarely to its base, excepting at one period when the 
bird waded out into the water up to its belly and probed for a 
several minutes immersing the entire bill as well as the head up 
to the eyes at each thrust and sometimes plunging the whole head 
under the surface. These deep thrusts were performed more slov/dy 
and often with marked deliberation the bill at times being kept 
in the mud for a full second or two, sometimes motionless, some¬ 
times working slightly up and down or from side to side . When 

f 

boring in soft mud the bird usually inserted its bill with the 
mandibles fromI/8 to 1/4 of an inch apart at the tip always 
closing it at the completion of the thrust and sometimes, when it 
held it in the mud for a little while, closing and opening it 
several time s in succession with a champing motion? It found an 
abundance of food . In fact at every third or fourth thrust on 
the average, it drew up something which it worked up quickly into 
the mouth and at once swallowed. Twice I saw distinctly a small 
worm ( not an earthworm) about 1/4 of an inch long wriggling 

i 

and wrapping itself about the end of the bird's bill but usually 
I could make out nothing beyond the working motion of the billand 
the evident act of swallowing. I was quite at a loss to under¬ 
stand how the object was transferred from the tip ^of the long bill 
by which it was certainly seized, back to the mouth, for the bill 
was never raised but was invariably held inclining decidedly down¬ 
ward during the operation. 








(Continued) 


Gallinago wilsoni. 
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1890. Maine. 

. ■' ■ n 

0ct.8 ? L. Umbagogy—> The bill during the operation of boring was 
held at varying angles sometimes vertically but usually inclining 
forward at a greater or less angle. 

This Snipe at all times when under my observation was singular¬ 
ly beautiful & graceful as v/ell as interesting bird, very plump 
and rounded in outlines, alert and energetig in movement. The 
light markings of the back were*arranged in three perfectly 
straight and even narrow lines separated by much broarder dark 
stripes and the stripes on the head were equally marked and reg¬ 
ular. The tips of the wings were usually carried a little below 
the tail which was raised slightly above the line of the back but 
sometimes the tips of the wings were pressed tightly against the 
sides of the rump & the tail depressed as thebird is usually 
mounted by our taxidermists. The carriage of the body was ordina— 
rilt crouching with the back strongly arched the neck drawn in 
i.he head a little below the bakk but when the bird paused a mo¬ 
ment to rest and look around the head was raised and thrown back 
while the bill was nearly or quite touchedthe swelling curvature 
of the breast. When alarmed the bird, as already stated, would 
stretch up its neck to a surprising height holding the bill straig¬ 
ht forward in the manner of a Sandpiper. 

I shot this Snipe (with much reluctance) and examined his 

t 

throat & stomach carefully. In the throat I found a single 



9? 
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Gallinago wilsoni 


.I89o. Maine . small , flesh colored worm apparently not an earth worm 
Oct. 8,L« Umbagog ;- Put not unlike one in general appearance. The 

stomach contained a mass of half digested matter among which the 
only recognizable objects were the legs and wing-coverts of many 
small water beetles. I found numerous remains of these beetles 
in other Snipes shot to-day. 


1?90. Urobagog j —. Gallinago wilsoni, 

20, Maine . About the 20th Alva Coolidge started several Snipe in 
a springy run (free from bushes) in a pasture near the top of 


Upton Hill. The Lake meadows were flooded at this time 












Gallinago delicata . 


Lake Umbagog. 

September 24. 


In the alder-unbowered reaches at the head of the (3.) 
.meadows a Snipe started from the bank. I fired large shot at it 
and missed. It alighted on the mud a short distance ahead and 

crouched behind a tussock. 

• • » « • * • • 

September 26. 

Lumen's keen, eyes detected the Snipe (on B meadows) as 
he skulked behind a tussock on the edge of the water. We paddled 
to within ten yards of him but he remained perfectly motionless, 
squatting on the mud his. bill slightly raised, his large eyes 
glistening in the light. Finally I clapped my hands and he rose 
dropping dead in the meadow grass at my shot. 


1888 , 

October 6. 


Head of Lake Umbagog. 


When the Scaup Bucks rose a Snipe also started near us 
and I shot it. Afterward saw three at Moose Point. They rose 
from the grass where the water was a foot deep. 


1893, Lake Umbagog. 

September 30. At the Outlet of Lake 

The marshes to-day, as on our former visits, were simply 
covered with chalkings which, as we could start no Snipe, I at¬ 
tributed to the Grass Birds but as night was falling, while we 
were lying in wait for Ducks, the Snipe appeared in considerable 
numbers coming singly, evidently from a considerable distance 
and from every direction, circling over the marsh at a great height 
and then shooting down nearly vertically on half closed wings. 














Gallinago delicata . 


Lake Umbagog. 
At the outlet of Lake. 


1893, 

September 30. 

( 2 ) 

Tnose that passed near us made a noise (doubtless caused by the air 

very 

rushing through their wings ^nearly like the hiss of a whip lash. 

It is evident that these birds feed at Moose Point only at night and 

spend the day in places where there is more cover. 

• • • • • • 

Lake Umbagog. 

September 22. Moose Point . 

As the twilight deepened Snipe began flying about over 
the marshes and one of them drummed thrice in quick succession. 
Several shot past close over my head, making the same rushing 
sound that I noted last evening. One descending with exceptional 
velocity made a sharp whizzing sound. 


1396, Lake Umbagog. 

September 7. Leonardo Pond . 

There were also four Snipe but they were so very wild 
, that I could not get near them. Although the day was now clear 
and warm they avoided the grass and kept alighting on the open mud 
where they would run a few yards and then crouch behind some in¬ 
equality in the flat surface. 









Gallinago delloata . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1894. As I entered the mouth of the river a Snipe rose and 

Sept.10. pitched down on the further bank. When I neared the spot I 

saw it standing rather erect on the bare but hillocky ground. 

I ran the canoe within ten feet of it before it crouched and 
sprang. Seven others rose at the same time. I fired a quick 
right and left and got both.birds. The survivors flew off in 
a close bunch, 'wheeled and circled over the marshes and final¬ 
ly alighted all together precisely like Tringae . I was sur¬ 
prised to see Snipe act in this manner at such a time for the 
sun was shining dimly and there was a bright light. 

Sept.12. I beat a portion of the marsh with the little spaniel 

(Hadji) who put up three Snipe one of which I shot. This bird 
rose ahead of the dog from some tall grass and alighted - af¬ 
ter flitting eight or ten yards - on a perfectly bare, level 
stretch of mud where it stood erect evidently watching the 
dog. When I advanced it squatted and then rose flying off 
very swiftly until stopped by my charge. 














Gal1inago delioata . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 


1894. Besides the Ducks a great many Wilson's Snipe arrived 

Sept. 12. (we were at Jim's shooting stand on the Outlet marshes): sin¬ 
gly, in twos or threes, and sometimes six or seven together. 
They would first appear at a height of 100 or 200 feet and 
then pitch down on set wings making a loud rushing sound exact 
ly similar and quite equal in volume to that made by the de¬ 
scending Ducks. They "scarped", also, continually, in deep, 
hoarse tones different, it seemed to me, from those used by 
daylight. 
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Galinago delicata. 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 


1394. I listened in vain for any other of the sounds of spring 

i 

Sept. 21. until presently a Snipe drummed directly overhead. Soon after¬ 
ward I heard another and then another, until at one time they 
were drumming on every side and almost incessantly. The marsh-- 
es were evidently alive with them to-night, for besides the 
drumming birds I saw dozens of others , cutting to and fro 
against the faint light in the western shy. As they shot down 
to their feeding grounds, their wings made a rushing sound so 
exactly like that of Dachas wings, that I was constantly de~ 
ceived. Whem they merely flitted from one mud bank to the 
next, their wings rustled loudly. They used only the scaipe 
cry when flying, but the feeding birds kept up a constant call¬ 
ing to one another^ making a low but penetrating kup . kr-r -uck ; 
very like the call of the Florida Gallinule. I think that I 
have identified this cry before, but it puzzled me, at first, 
this evening. As a rule only &wo birds were calling at one 
time, one appearing to answer the other. The call was varied 
a good deal in both form and tone. At times it was not unlike 
the hep of a Carolina Rail, but there can be no doubt that the 
Snipe were the authors of the sound. These Snipe were feeding 
on small isolated ^tmps and hummocks of mud which-were sur- 




y 


A 


rounded by water six to eight inches in depth. ( They came -to- 




thirs-p-laee from every direction and some of them evidently f** om lor *8 
distances# • /05~ 
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t<A>^ <^Lo 'Vv>.-<^wj tU W*/v^ -^LxsL^-t 

Lake ttobagog* Maine # .«-a >, ^ \ ^ t . Or^x J 

TrXXj*^ <5Nrwv ° s ^v ^-«Sr-V^A. W^Mo. (WJs &Lt+*Ar^y *>^y HWai , 

1394. At length from some long grass near the river bank I put 

Sept. 22. up over twenty birds in the course of ten or fifteen minutes. 

cjJA 

Twelve of them rose A at once and went off in a compact flock 
like Sandpipers, mounting high into the air, circling, and 
finally pitching down and alighting not far from the spot, 
where they started. They were very wild at first but after I 
hadfired a few shots at them and scattered them,they lay 
better. Still I was forced to content myself with long shots 
most of the time, and consequently missed a number of times. 

When I returned to the boat and counted my birds I found that 
I had bagged eleven. 

■ I do not remember to have ever before seen Wilson*s Snipe 
behave in the manner just described, when the shy was so abso« 
lutely clear and the sun so hot. Moreover, I saw a good many 
birds on the ground standing erect watching me or running with 
skulking, crouching gait over spaces of bare mud,and this is 



unusual save in cloudy weather. , , ; ✓ r 

/U^ ~vtx. , «- 6m cJ^ J > _/2 < 

t> cUA^} o~* TV °. 

On the flats opposite Leanard's Pond I started by actual 

count thirty two different birds. With a single exception 

#• 

every one of them flew out of sight, the majority of them 
going up the Megalloway valley, nearly all of then rose very 
wild-, so that I had only a few really good shots. I missed 
at least half of then and bagged onltj four birds. The sun was 
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Grail inago delioata . 
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Lake Uinbagog, Maine. 


1394. 


|0ot. I. 


(No.2). 


1 ^ 


shining bright and warm all the time I was on the meadow and 
there was either no wind or but a gentle breeze. Many of the 
birds rose from mud flats where there was absolutely no cover,. 

They flew with unusual swiftness, a character is bic,--aa—3H»ave 
©fttm-observe-d, of freshly arrived birds. They also "bunched 11 
and went off in small compact flocks like Tringae. i-douno-t ku wa 
doubt that- there were fully fifty-and perhaps twice as many-* 

Snipe on the meadows to-day-. 

S' 


Late in the afternoon I sailed across the Lake again and 
running the canoe into a shallow creek directly opposite Leon» 
ard’s Pond sat there until it was nearly dark. My chief ob« 
ject was to find out whether the Snipe which I drove away from 
the marsh this- morning would return at evening. They came 
from every direction in extrordinary numbers as soon as the 
twilight fell, and for fifteen or twenty minutes their scaipe 

call and the rushing sound of their wings were simply incess*- 

* 

ant. I heard one make a curious low jarring sound soon after 
it had alighted nea^ me-.- 


■) 


1895. As I was scanning the mud banks at the Outlet closely 

Sept-. 9. passing close in shore I discovered a Wilson's Snipe standing 

v 

in a crouching attitude on the bare mud. Presently he squat«- 
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Gallinago delicata 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1895. ed flat in a little hollow and I then saw another Snipe, also / 

Sept.9. squatted, within a foot of the first. The bow of the canoe 

(No. 3). was within less than two yards of these birds when they rose 
and made off at great speed. 











Gallinago delicata . 


Lake Umbagog, Llaine. 


Singular behavior. 


18S6. 


On the mud,flats on the river beyond Richardson's Carry 







I saw about a dozen Snipe. They were behaving in a most in¬ 
teresting manner running about on the level and perfectly bare 
mud a hundred yards or more from any coveV - Every now and then 
they would draw together in a close bunch like Peeps. I had 
several opportunities to kill at least five or six at a shot 


had I wished. They probed a little but seemed to be chiefly 
engaged in picking up food. All the while the fog hung low 
and dense over the flat. Whenit cleared and the sun came out 
a little later the Snipe rose, one after another, and flew to 
the grass into which they.dropped. I followed them but they 
were very wild and I got only four shots bagging three birds. 
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Gallinago dellcata . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 


Evening at Moose Point. 


1900. 

George (Farnsworth) and I went to Moose Point at evening.^ 

Sept.8. 

He took his former station while I chose a new one along the 
shore to the westward. I had scarce settled myself comforta¬ 
bly in the canoe which was drawn up on the shore when a Snipe 
appeared' on the high bank within three or four yards of me. 
After looking at me steadfastly for a moment it began feeding, 
moving from place to place by short, quick runs like a Sand¬ 
piper, at times walking more slowly. After trying repeatedly 
to probe in 'the haiM-packed sandy loam it began picking up 
small objects with the tip of its bill precisely as X Sand- 
pi per^weuid do. Finally it discovered a worm on or very near 
the surface and seizing it firmly drew it out with one vigor¬ 
ous tug and at once swallowed it. Then it skulked off into 
the tall grass on the marsh.but quickly returned and came 
even nearer to me than at first, giving me a fine view, for 
. the bank was nearly bare and the daylight still strong. 

Shortly after this it moved off along the bank behind me. As 
twilight was fading into night I heard it scaipe a dozen 
times or more in quick succession. • The sound came from the 
same spot each time and there can be no question that the 
„ bird uttered it while on the f.;round . a thing new to my experi¬ 
ence. The call was answered by that of another Snipe out in 
the marsh and presently both birds rose and, as I could tell 
by their cries, joined one another in the air and flew off 













flailinaao delicata . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 


Evening at Moose Point. 



1900. 


Sept.8. 


together. A few minutes later one of them returned and alight 
ed near me, making the usual loud rustle of wings as it de¬ 
scended or, to be more precise, as it checked its speed at 
the end of the descent. 



Lake- Umbagog, Maine. Trip up Cambridge River. 

1900. The Snipe was standing on a sandy bank sparsely covered 

Sent.21. with short green grass. He was evidently sunning himself and 
ever y now and then he closed his eyes and took a brief nap. 


Jim paddled me thrice to within eight feet of him and I ex¬ 
posed three plates at him. He paid little attention to us at 
first, but as we were returning from the third trip to the 
shelter of a bank where I changed my plate holders he sudden¬ 
ly took alarm, flew across the river, ran up under a shelv¬ 
ing bank and squatted there. After this he kept well ahead 
of us flying, skulking under overhanging banks and tufts of 
grass and finally taking a long flight out of our sight through 
the woods. While I was photographing him he squatted once 


for a’moment but most of the time stood in much the same 


attitude as a Sandpiper. 







































